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Drugs found in search of Hickory Street home  
Knox County 

person knowingly allows someone to 
use or sell drugs on a property that they 
own or occupy.  
     Because Huff is a renter of the prop-
erty, the property owner has also been 
notified by the prosecutor’s office. 
McConville said that he is in contact 
with the owner’s legal representative 
and expects that the owner will file an 
eviction.  
     Morgan emphasized that the investi-
gation into drug and nuisance activities 
on the property took time and partner-
ship with multiple agencies and man 
hours.  
      The Mount Vernon Police Depart-
ment is part of the METRICH Enforce-
ment Unit.  
 
Originally published in the Mount 
Vernon News on February 26, 2020.  

     A search warrant was executed 
Monday at a Mount Vernon residence 
on Hickory Street, following a 
months-long Mount Vernon Police 
department investigation into reported 
drug activities at the residence. Knox 
County Sheriff’s Office assisted the 
execution of the search warrant.  
     One residence, 58 year-old Debra 
Huff, was arrested on an outstanding 
warrant for probation violation. There 
were other occupants reported at the 
residence but no charges have been 
field against them at the moment.  
     MVPD Chief Robert Morgan said 
that police have gathered both citizen 
complaints and officer generated in-
formation on the residence. The infor-
mation has been forwarded to the 
Knox County Prosecuting Attorney for 
review, according to Morgan.  
     Prosecuting Attorney Chip 
McConville said that the search war-
rant was issued based on the reported 
drug activities. The warrant is current-
ly sealed due to confidential infor-
mation it contains regarding the justi-
fication for the search warrant.  
     Law enforcement seized drugs, 
drug abuse and trafficking related 
items at the residence during the 
search, according to the press release 
issued by Morgan.  
     McConville said that Huff, who is 
currently held at the Knox County Jail, 
will also be charged with aggravated 
possession of drugs and permitting 
drug abuse. The permitting drug abuse 
charge could be brought forth when a 
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Drugs, guns and cash seized in Friday bust  
Crawford County 

     Methamphetamine, prescrip-
tion pills, drug paraphernalia, 70 
firearms and a pile of cash were 
recovered Friday after officers 
raided a Bucyrus home.  

     The items were collected after 
the Crawford County Special Re-
sponse Team executed a narcotic 
search warrant 130 Dudley St., 
according to a news release from 

the Crawford County Sheriff's 
Office, which is handling the in-
vestigation.  
     Arrested at the residence was 
Charles Irwin Jr., 52, and Brooke 
Morgan, 31.  
     Irwin was taken to the Craw-
ford County Justice Center and 
charged with third-degree felony 
trafficking in drugs. The news 
release indicated more charges 
were pending against him.  
     Morgan was held in jail on 
fifth-degree felony count of pos-
session of drugs.  
     This investigation was a joint 
effort among the sheriffs' offices 
of Crawford and Wyandot coun-
ties, the Bucyrus Police Depart-
ment and the METRICH drug 
task force.  
     The case is still ongoing and 
will be submitted to the Crawford 
County Prosecutor's Office for 
review, according to the news re-
lease.  

     Crawford County Sheriff Scott 
Kent encourages anyone with 
knowledge of other drug activity to 
contact their local law enforcement.  
 
Originally published in the Bucyrus 
Telegraph Forum on February 24, 
2020.  

2 people face felony drug charges in Hancock County  
Hancock County 

     Two people are facing drug-
related felony charges in Hancock 
County after a police raid early 
Friday morning.  
     The Hancock County MET-
RICH Drug Task Force, assisted 
by the Findlay Police Depart-
ment’s Emergency Response 
Team, executed a search warrant 
at 5:36 a.m. in the 500 block of 
Clinton Court, according to a 
news release. The search yielded 
crack cocaine, fentanyl, drug para-
phernalia, a large amount of cash, 
and items indicative of drug traf-
ficking.  
     Porshia L. Frisbie, 29, and Jef-

frey L. Williams, 42, both of the 
Clinton Court address, were arrest-
ed and booked into the Hancock 
County Justice Center. They were 
both charged with one count of pos-
session of fentanyl, a second-
degree felony, and one count of 
possession of crack cocaine, a 
third-degree felony.  
     An investigation is ongoing and 
additional charges are expected, 
according to police. 
 
 
  
Originally published in the Toledo 
Blade on January 3, 2020.  



METRICH Enforcement Unit Page 3 1st Qtr 20 No. 1-20 

Tiffin drug bust unveils meth, prescription pills and more  
Seneca County 

     The Seneca County Drug Task 
Force / METRICH Enforcement 
Unit, along with officers from the 
Tiffin Police Department and pro-
bation officers from Findlay Mu-
nicipal Court, executed a drug-
related search warrant Wednes-
day, which unveiled methamphet-
amine, prescription pills, and 
more.  
     The warrant was executed at 
47 1/2 S. Sandusky St., Apt. 1, 
which is the residence of 21-year-
old Paige M. McMahon, accord-
ing to METRICH.  
     The raid unveiled methamphet-
amine, prescription pills, drug par-
aphernalia, criminal tools, and ev-
idence of drug trafficking.  
     Probation officers from the 
Findlay Municipal Court request-
ed assistance from the Tiffin Po-

lice Department to execute an ar-
rest warrant for a probationer out 

of their court.  
     Upon arrival, officers observed 
suspected drugs and drug para-
phernalia inside the apartment and 
requested assistance from the 
Seneca County Drug Task Force / 
METRICH Enforcement Unit.  
     Agents obtained a search war-
rant and discovered the suspected 
drugs and tools throughout the 
apartment.  

     Charges of permitting drug 
abuse, possession of methampheta-
mine, and illegal possession of pre-
scription drugs are pending upon 
further investigation, according to 
METRICH.  
     “This investigation is consistent  
with what local law enforcement is 
seeing with an influx of metham-
phetamine trafficking and abuse in 
our area,” METRICH unit coordi-
nator Det. Charles Boyer said. “We 
are utilizing our resources to at-
tempt to track down the source of 
the methamphetamine to prevent 
any further overdoses and to prose-
cute those who continue to bring it 
into our community.”  
 
Originally published on the  
TiffinOhio.net Newsroom website 
on January 22, 2020.  

     Law enforcement raided an 
"after-hours club" early Sunday 
on North Main Street they say 
was illegally selling alcohol, ac-
cording to the MARMET Drug 
Task Force.  
     Before bar close Sunday, 
MARMET agents wielding a 
search warrant went to the club, 
which went by the name The 
Playground, at 646 N. Main St., at 
the southeast corner of Main and 
Fairground streets, according to a 
press release issued Wednesday 
by MARMET.  
     Marion Police Lt. Chris Ad-
kins told the Star there were 
roughly 30 people at the club 
when agents arrived about 1 a.m. 
Sunday to look for evidence of 
illegal sales of alcohol without a 

permit.  
     During the search, Adkins 
said, agents found alcohol at the 
bar and on tables, as well as a 
cash register and a serving table. 
The location does not have a per-
mit to sell alcohol, he said.  
     Officers also found and seized 
cash, marijuana and a firearm, the 
release says.  
     Adkins said the club opened in 
October and alleged it sold alco-
hol after bar close. He said the 
club operators have agreed, since 
the search, to close the club.  
     No formal charges had been 
filed in connection to the incident 
as of Wednesday, but Adkins said 
he expects charges in Marion Mu-
nicipal Court later this week.  
     The release identifies three 

people against whom law enforce-
ment is pursuing misdemeanor-
level charges. Possible charges in-
clude selling alcohol without a per-
mit or illegally keeping a place 
where beer or intoxicating liquor is 
sold, according to the release.  
     During the search, MARMET 
was assisted by the Marion City 
Police Department, the Marion 
County Sheriff's Office and the 
Ohio Investigative Unit, the release 
says.  
     The Ohio Investigative Unit, 
which enforces Ohio's alcohol and 
tobacco laws, helped MARMET 
with the two-month investigation 
into the club, the release says.  
 
Originally published in the Marion 
Star on February 12, 2019  

Marion 'after-hours club' to shut down after MARMET raid  
Marion County 
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 35 arrested in federal drug sweep in Mansfield area  

Richland County 

     State and federal traffickers 
and those who supply them were 
targeted Thursday in a drug sweep 
with 35 of 39 arrests made in and 
around the Mansfield area, ac-
cording to Justin Herdman, U.S. 
attorney for the northern district 
of Ohio.  
     A federal grand jury in Cleve-
land returned four separate multi-
count drug indictments charging 
35 individuals with conspiracy to 
distribute and possess with the 
intent to distribute controlled sub-
stances in the Mansfield area, ac-
cording to Herdman.  
     Mansfield assistant police 
Chief Joe Petrycki said the major-
ity of those arrested Thursday dur-
ing "Operation Hadley's Hope" 
had connections to the Mans-
field/Richland County area.  
     During an 11 a.m. news con-
ference at the Richland County 
Sheriff's Office, Herdman said, 
"What this series of cases demon-
strates without a doubt is a mes-
sage that should be loud and clear 
to drug dealers in Mansfield.  
     "Mansfield is closed for your 
business and will remain so for 
the foreseeable future," Herdman 
said from the podium.  

     "Suppliers outside this district, 
in northern Ohio, established dis-
tribution chains for heroin, co-
caine, fentanyl, carfentanil, meth, 
oxycodone, and marijuana," he 

added.  
     The first indictment alleges 
that from around June 2017 to 
around January 2020, the follow-
ing individuals conspired to dis-
tribute and possess with the intent 
to distribute heroin, methamphet-
amine, cocaine, fentanyl, carfen-
tanil, and marijuana in the Mans-
field area: James Yelton, Charles 
Anderson, Nicholas Ballard, Eli-
jah Bond, Carly Daugherty, Wil-
bert Gilliard, Jamarion Griller, 
Terriuntae Hammock, Lucinda 
Hardin, Terell Harris, Darnell 
Hill, Darnel Jackson, Blake Jen-
kins, Travon Johnson, Roderick 
Jones, Gerald Nixon, Ernest 
Parks, Malique Schad, Torrence 
Stanford, Darian Stewart, Dion 
Walker, Derek Williams, and 
Kristopher Zahnisher, according 
to the news release.  
     The second indictment alleges 
that from around December 2015 
to around February 2019, John 
Stevenson, Marlon Brooks, 48, of 
Mansfield, Sean Moore, James 
Hamilton, Daniel Shingleton, 
conspired to distribute and pos-
sess with the intent to distribute 
heroin, fentanyl, and oxycodone 
in the Mansfield area, according 
to the news release.  
     The third indictment alleges 
that from around October 2018 to 
around October 2019, Antoine 
Wade, Tyler Wireman, Joshua 
Kaber, Sheena Kaber, Kassie 
Couch conspired to distribute and 
possess with the intent to distrib-
ute heroin, fentanyl, and cocaine 
base (“crack”) in the Mansfield 
area, according to the news re-
lease.  
     The fourth indictment alleges 
that from around February 2019 
and to December 2019, Antoine 

Wade, Tyler Wireman, Joshua Ka-
ber, Sheena Kaber, Kassie Couch, 
conspired to distribute and possess 
with the intent to distribute oxyco-
done and U-47700 in the Mansfield 
area.  
     These indictments are only 
charges and are not evidence of 
guilt, authorities pointed out. A de-
fendant is entitled to a fair trial in 
which it will be the government’s 
burden to prove guilt beyond a rea-

sonable doubt.  
     The investigation preceding the 
four indictments was conducted and 
aided by the FBI, U.S. Marshals 
Service, DEA, ATF, Metropolitan 
Richland County Enforcement Unit 
(METRICH), Mansfield Police De-
partment, Richland County Sher-
iff’s Office, Ashland Police Depart-
ment, Ohio State Highway Patrol, 
Mount Vernon Police Department, 
Ohio Department of Public Safety, 
Mahoning Valley Law Enforcement 
Task Force (MVLETF), Drug En-
forcement Administration (DEA) 
and the Richland County Prosecu-
tors Office. 
The case is being prosecuted by As-
sistant U.S. Attorneys Vasile C. 
Katsaros and Jason Matthew Katz.  
     During the 30-minute news con-
ference at the Richland County 
Sheriff's Office, Herdman and other 
law enforcement officials discussed 
the continued dismantling of drug 
trafficking    organizations   in   and  
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4 arrested after METRICH Drug Task Force raids two homes  

Hancock County 

nalia, cash, and items indicative 
of drug trafficking.  
     The search of the Logan Ave. 
residence yielded methampheta-
mine, prescription pills, a large 
amount of fentanyl, drug para-
phernalia, cash, and items indica-
tive of drug trafficking.  
     One person, Melinda Delarosa, 
was arrested at the E. Hardin St. 
residence. Delarosa faces a charge 
of possession of crack cocaine, a 
fourth-degree felony.  
Three were arrested at the Logan 

Ave. residence: Jared Obermeyer, 
Tonya Julien, and Alicia Frank-
forther, all of Findlay.  
     Obermeyer and Julien both face 
charges of possession of fentanyl, a 
first-degree felony. Frankforther 
faces a possession of methampheta-
mine charge, a fifth-degree felony.  
     Additional charges are expected 
at the conclusion of the investiga-
tion, according to police.  
 
Originally published on January 31, 
2020 on the TiffinOhio.net website.  

     Four people were arrested Fri-
day after authorities executed 
drug-related search warrants on 
two separate properties.  
     The Hancock County MET-
RICH Drug Task Force and the 
Findlay Police Department’s 
Emergency Response Team 
(ERT) conducted the raids at 324 
E. Hardin St. and 1324 Logan 
Ave. in Findlay.  
     The search of the E. Hardin St. 
residence unveiled crack cocaine, 
prescription pills, drug parapher-

methamphetamines, 100 grams of 
carfentanil, 40 grams of fentanyl, 
500 grams of cocaine, 28 grams 
of crack cocaine and also marijua-
na. And one of the 23 charged in 
that indictment ... was charged 
with being a felon in possession 
of a shotgun and a .22-caliber re-

volver," Herdman said.  
     Herdman said tens of thou-
sands of people could have been 
by the narcotics that were seized 
during Thursday's drug sweep.  
     Todd Krajeck, assistant special 
agent for the FBI's Cleveland di-
vision, said over 200 law enforce-
ment officers from throughout the 
northern district of Ohio served 
34 federal arrest warrants, five 
state arrest warrants, and nine 
search warrants.  
     "All of which centered around 

activities involving importing, pro-
cessing and distributing illegal nar-
cotics," Krajeck said.  
     "This is the third round of arrests 
in this specific investigation," Kra-
jeck said.  
     The first round of arrests oc-
curred in October 2017, followed 
by a sweep in February 2019 and 
then Thursday's arrests.  
     Krajeck said the first two inves-
tigations resulted in the arrest of 
over 120 individuals and Thursday, 
currently there were 35 of 39 indi-
viduals in custody.  
     Mansfield police Chief Keith 
Porch said the collaborative effort 
has been performed here for four 
years, with federal, state and local 
law enforcement officers committed 
to the mission of removing drugs 
from the Mansfield area.  
     "The message is clear. We will 
continue with these investigations 
and we will pluck these individuals 
from off of our streets that continue 
to poison our citizens and obviously 
cause death to them," Porch said.  
 
 
Originally published in the News 
Journal on March 12, 2020.  

around the Mansfield area.            
     Herdman said those suppliers 
included people as far away as 
Chicago, Detroit, Atlanta, Louis-
ville and Sacramento.  
     "There were violent, smaller 
drug-trafficking organizations that 
formed here in Mansfield to dis-
tribute those deadly substances 
locally," he said.  
     Thursday's drug arrests culmi-
nated a four-year investigation 
targeting drug traffickers and 
those who supply them, Herdman 
said.  
     He said the entire operation, 
including Thursday's arrests, has 
resulted in 117 federal defendants 
charged, 36 state defendants, over 
40 weapons seized, as well as 
over 1,000 Oxycodone pills, over 
a kilogram of heroin and fentanyl 
and over a kilogram of cocaine 
seized.  
     "Today there have been charg-
es unsealed against 35 federal de-
fendants, charged in four separate 
indictments," Herdman said. "One 
indictment, the largest such in-
dictment, charges 23 people with 
distributing approximately one 
kilogram of heroin, 500 grams of 

35 Arrested from page 4 
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Findlay man arrested after drug search warrant  
Hancock County 

     A Findlay man was arrested 
after the Hancock County MET-
RICH Drug Task Force conducted 
a search of a Lima Street home 
early Thursday.  
     The METRICH Drug Task 
Force and the Findlay Police De-
partment Emergency Response 

Team executed a search warrant 
at 524 W. Lima St. at about 5:33 
a.m. The search of the residence 
yielded crack, cocaine, drug para-
phernalia, cash and items indica-
tive of drug trafficking, according 
to the press release.  
     Rudy Y. Barbee Jr., 43, a resi-

dent of that address, was arrested 
and incarcerated at the Hancock 
County Justice Center on charges of 
tampering with evidence, a third-
degree felony and possession of 
crack, a fifth-degree felony.  
Originally published in The Courier 
on January 9, 2020.  

     On March 20th,, MET-
RICH/MARMET Detectives 
served a search warrant at a Chi-
cago Avenue home, resulting in 
the recovery of Fentanyl, cash and 
scales. Detectives arrested Bran-
don Kairis age 24 of Marion as a 
result of that investigation.  
     MARMET Detectives contin-
ued to work this investigation on 
March 23rd, 2020 and served an 
additional search warrant in the 400 block of N. Prospect Street. 

As a result of that search warrant, 
Detectives were led to a residence 
on Ballentine Avenue where inves-
tigators recovered $20,047 in cash, 
a drug press and a 2013 Chevrolet 
related to the initial Kairis investi-
gation.  
 
Originally published on the 
monntv.com website on March 23, 
2020.  
      

METRICH/MARMET seizes cash and drug press 
 Marion County 

     The Bucyrus Police Depart-
ment reported a very busy end of 
February where over 70 grams of 
Methamphetamine were seized.  
     On February 20th, Officer Ja-
son Pennington conducted a traf-
fic stop in the City of Bucyrus. An 
investigation led to the arrest for 
drug possession and the seizure of 
10 grams of methamphetamine. 
Further investigation led to a 
search warrant, where an addi-
tional 14 grams of Methampheta-
mine was seized, as well as anoth-
er arrest.  

     On February 25th, Officer 
Shane Cramer made a traffic stop 
in the City of Bucyrus of an indi-
vidual from Holmes County. It 

was discovered that the individual 
was in possession of 53 grams of 
methamphetamine. Officers also 
learned that the meth was meant for 
distribution in the Bucyrus Area.  
     The two traffic stops resulted in 
the seizure of a combined 77 grams 
of methamphetamine.  
     The Bucyrus Police Department 
and the METRICH Enforcement 
Unit were involved in the investiga-
tion.  
 
Originally published on 
WMFD.com on March 2, 2020.  

Bucyrus Police and METRICH seize 77 grams of meth  
Crawford County 
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     Two Mount Vernon men were 
indicted Monday by the Knox 
County grand jury for drug traf-
ficking-related charges following 
separate law enforcement search-
es on the same day.  
     During a probation check 
March 3, William Horner, 65, 
Mount Vernon, was found to pos-
sess over 22 grams of metham-
phetamine wrapped inside a bun-
dle of $400 cash, according to 
Knox County Prosecuting Attor-
ney Chip McConville. Horner is 
charged with aggravated posses-
sion of drugs, a second degree 
felony, and aggravated trafficking 
in drugs, a second- degree felony.  

     Allen Wheeler, 55, homeless, 
was pulled over on the same day 
by Mount Vernon Police due to 
failure to signal and an unillumi-
nated license plate. During the 
traffic stop, officers noticed a 
drug use instrument inside the car 
in plain view and conducted a 
probable cause search of the vehi-
cle which led to the discovery of 
drugs, according to Assistant 
Prosecuting Attorney Nicole Derr.  
     Wheeler was found to possess 
approximately 4.5 grams of meth-
amphetamine and 5.8 grams of 
heroin. Derr said that law enforce-
ment found small baggies in 
Wheeler’s possession. This, to-

gether with $668 cash, led to the 
belief that the drugs were intended 
for sale.  
     Wheeler is charged with aggra-
vated possession of drugs, a third-
degree felony, aggravated traffick-
ing in drugs, a third-degree felony, 
possession of heroin, a third degree 
felony, trafficking in heroin, a third-
degree felony, illegal use or posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia (a meth 
pipe), a fourth-degree misdemean-
or, and no illumination of rear li-
cense plate, a minor misdemeanor.  
 
 
Originally published in the Mount 
Vernon Times on March 12, 2020.  

Drug trafficking leads to indictments against two  
Knox County 

     In the culmination of a three-
month investigation, Members of 
the METRICH/MARMET Drug 
Task Force served a search war-
rant on a Chicago Avenue home 
Friday afternoon.  
     Detectives arrested 24-year-old 
Brandon Kairis of Chicago Ave-
nue in Marion and seized 148 
grams of Fentanyl (1st Degree 
Felony), $3,200 cash and several 
digital sca0les  
     “Our taskforce leaders meet 
daily to ensure our continued de-
livery of vital services to residents 
throughout this COVID-19 cri-
sis”, said Marion Police Chief Bill 
Collins. “Much has changed in 

our world in this past week, but 
what was true before remains true 
today and each day moving for-
ward. METRICH/MARMET will 
continue to seek out the criminals 
that prey upon our population 
through the trafficking of these 
deadly drugs. While the good 
people of our community do their 
best to self-quarantine for the 
greater good, we have a reliable 
isolation plan for these dealers as 
well”.  
     The METRICH/MARMET 
Task Force was assisted in this 
operation by the Marion Police 
Department, Marion County Sher-
iff’s Office, Marion County Dog 

Warden and Marion County Chil-
dren’s Services.  
 
 
 
Originally published on the 
wmrn.iheart.com website on March 
21, 2020.  

Cash and Fentanyl seized in METRICH/MARMET raid  
Marion County 
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  Points of Contact 

METRICH (Metro-Richland County) Enforcement Unit is a ten 

county law enforcement task force created to address multi-

jurisdictional violators of Ohio’s drug, weapons, and organized 

crime statutes.  The project operates with a basic “Community 

Policing Philosophy”  using a “Weed and Seed Strategy “ from 

ten “de-centralized” offices.   

 

Participating agencies:  Ashland, Crawford, Hancock, Huron, 

Marion, Morrow, Richland, Seneca, Wyandot County Sheriff’s 

Offices and Prosecutors Offices; Ashland, Loudonville, Bucyrus, 

Crestline, Galion, Findlay, Bellevue, Greenwich, Monroeville, 

New London, Norwalk, Plymouth, Wakeman, Willard, Danville, 

Fredericktown, Mt. Vernon, Marion, Cardington, Mt. Gilead, Bell-

ville, Butler, Lexington, Mansfield, Ontario, Shelby, Fostoria, Tif-

fin, Carey, Upper Sandusky Police Departments; Ohio State 

Highway Patrol; Ohio Department of Public Safety; BCI&I, Ohio 

State Board of Pharmacy; FBI; ATF; DEA; IRS. 

METRICH Central Office 

30 N. Diamond St 

Mansfield, Ohio 44902 

Phone: 419-755-9728 

   METRICH Information Bulletin P.O.C.:   Joan Hoffert, 30 N. Diamond St., Mansfield, Ohio 44902 (419) 755-9728 

Project Director: Chief Keith Porch 
Phone:  (419) 755-9743 

Email:  kporch@metrich.com 
Website:  www.metrich.com 

Ashland County 

Det. Andrew Forsthoefel, Access Officer (419) 289-3639     

Crawford County 

Det. Tracy Keegan, Access Officer (419) 562-1006   

Hancock County 

Sgt. Jason Seem, Access Officer (419) 424-7887           

Huron County 

Sgt. Seth Fry, Access Officer (419) 663-8960  

Knox County 

Det. J.T. DeChant, Access Officer (740) 393-9500  

Marion County 

Lt. Chris Adkins, Access Officer (740) 387-2222  

Morrow County 

Det. Rob Chalfant, Access Officer 419-946-4444  

Richland County 

Lt. Jason Bammann, Access Officer (419) 755-9726  

Seneca County 

Det Chuck Boyer, Access Officer (419) 443-0463  

Wyandot County 

Lt. Kerwin Wiseley, Access Officer (419) 294-2362 

FBI  

S/A John Minichello (419) 525-2200 


